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.thle world ouirdﬂe is fdcuaed

Afc’hamsmn the troublemanersm the '

-Kremlin are stirring up a new crisi
Cuba. ;=1 - t . :
Intelligence - reporls ‘warn that. ‘the

Soviets not oniy have doubied theu'

combat force in Cuba, but they-are;

© stan was made in:late Octobe* after

lendthenmo and wxdemno the Tun- =

ways at the Cienfuegos airport. Itlooks
as if, the runways are being modified
" to accommodate the Backfire bomber..
>+ This supersonic Soviet bomber &guld
Tstrike any point in the:United States

&

“from Cuban bases. By aiming at the ra- "

..tion’s .underbelly, the. Backme .would. ... Cuba, he "would not: 1merfere -withy,
also encoumer httle effef*two atr-desr;

fense.

-Soviet n;htnr puots meanwhxe

- have - been "operating .out.of. Cuban -
- bases for years.. stturbmgly, ‘they :

’ don’t appear to be in Cuba merely to -
“train Cuban pilots. In.a report classi-. -

fied “Secret Spoke,” the De_fense‘lnte)-,'. )
ligence Agency has noted: “There has.

been very little interplay hetween the.

. Soviet and Cuban pilots, and the Soviet”:

" flight activity appears-to-be: mepen-

. dent of Cuban operations?"}\%,
( - Intelligence sources-told my assocx-
*ate Sally Denton that 5,000 Soviet com-

bat troops are now:based.in Cuba —

,double the number -that: precipitated
“an-international tempest ‘last Septem- -

ber and Octoker. President Carter an-"

pounced-that the pegsence of & Soviet -

"k

"~y ~ Another ‘Sobie

- should ¥ Vgshx cston demdp ‘to Iean on

combat’ ‘brigade '90  miles from’ our.

xn-.,v»
a

sho"eswas—“unacceptaole
“The-thing that conCerns us,”*he de~

sle

clared “is that it is’a combat unit. T‘xe'f'_
.- Soviets deny it has combat status: But -

- it is.a ‘combat.unit.” He‘threatenec‘f
stemly to ‘take appropriate action.”

+-Butthe Soviets called his bluff, and

Carter _backed=down...“The brigade:
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. 1ssue is cer amly O Teason for are-

-~,war * Intelligences sources ciaim- the’

_ claims that nueléar construction -has.

leyy Cﬁs S"m Lm

- vn\.——v\“)" -

treat to the cold war,” he said lamely.”
.. His capitulation: appdrentlv helped”
to cause rather than to prevem acold

Kremlin decision.to invade -Afghani-.

_Carter had conceded that the “unac-.
cept.:bl‘:" combat ncade was now acs
‘ceptabie in Cuba. - T LA
As the 1ntelh°ence e\perts under—~
.»t:md what happenec{msxde the Krem:"

lin, the Politburoconcluded thas if:
Carter wouldnt “¢hallenge” ‘them ~in -

them in Afshanistan: The res'lltmv
‘evenits have brouﬁht a’sudden chill to'"
* Soviet-American relations., + - T :

Meanwhile, the number- of Soviet'in- "
fantrymen not only has multiplied but-
_military activity ‘has’ increased - alar:-

mingly in Cuba. One ominous report’

. started near-Cienfuegos and that the -
Soviet troops: Cuba previously had:.
.protected nuglear mstallanons m East
. Germany. : % -

mtellxgence Ap=
prazﬁal’_’ suggestst that- Soviet forces-
may have been sént'fo Cuba to release =
- Cubans for: duty;as Soviet surrogates-
in Africa or “to signal the U.S. that the
~USSR."isan - m-place Cuban “ally

" Havana.”™

But-one- thm'-' 1s’certam the Soviets
have made’a mockery -of the \Ionroe
Doctrme FIRRER IR St SR R S

.._._.——.



